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Start Dates for Grade Levels (*NEW): 
Tacoma Public Schools has updated its plans to bring more students back to school for in-person instruction. 
Here is the latest, as there is some new information: 

 Beginning, Monday, February 8th, first grade students—and older students in multiage classrooms 
with first graders—will return to school two days per week—Monday-Tuesday (cohort A) or 
Thursday-Friday (cohort B)—in groups of up to 15 students.  

 Beginning, Tuesday, February 16th, second grade students will return to school two days per week—
Monday-Tuesday (cohort A) or Thursday-Friday (cohort B)—in groups of up to 15 students. Second 
grade families will receive a packet in the mail early this week with pertinent information.   

 Starting February 16th, Tacoma Public Schools plans to welcome kindergarten students to in-person 
learning four days a week, with at-home, independent learning on Wednesdays.   

o This change is based on the anticipation that the COVID-19 case rate per 100,000 will drop 
below 350 by February 16th. If it does not drop by February 16th, kindergarten students will 
remain in cohorts. We will notify you if the planned February 16th return to four days a week is 
not possible.  

o When we return to in-person learning four days a week, we will continue our required health 
and safety practices of wearing masks, staying 6 feet apart, washing hands regularly, and 
completing the daily COVID-19 health survey before arriving at school each day by a 
parent/guardian.   

 This information is NEW: starting February 22nd, we plan to welcome first graders to in-person 
learning four days a week. 

 Starting March 1st, we plan to welcome second graders to in-person learning four days a week. 
o Those changes are based on the anticipation that the COVID-19 case rate in Pierce County per 

100,000 will continue to stay below 350. 
 Every day we are in school, we will continue our required health and safety practices of wearing 

masks, staying 6 feet apart, washing hands regularly and completing the daily COVID-19 health 
survey on the Family App. If you haven’t registered for the Family App yet, please do. Please see 
below if you have questions about the Family App.   

 

Students in grades 3-5 would begin to come back in a hybrid model no sooner than March 1st. I will keep you 

posted as the return dates are set. The District will be developing a staggered start-date approach for these 

grade levels to ensure students are able to transition in a safe and healthy manner.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

NO SCHOOL 2/12 & 2/15 & Meal Packs (*NEW): 

Please know there is no school on Friday, February 12th (snow make-up day not needed) or Monday, February 

15th due to Presidents’ Day.  Students can still get free breakfasts and lunches for the long weekend by getting 

a Grab-N-Go meal pack on Thursday, February 11th, from a TPS middle school or a Meals on Wheels bus 

stop. The pack will have three breakfasts and three lunches. If you need to know where those bus stops are, 

please visit our website at www.tacomaschools.org/nutrition.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Meals Update (*NEW): 

I have some updated information regarding school meals.   

As more students start in-person learning, the way we provide meals to students will change starting February 

16th.  Please note: ALL students will still be able to get free breakfast and lunch through the end of the school 

year.   

Starting February 16th: 

• Meals can be picked up at elementary schools and middle schools, although the exact pick-up location 
on campus could change. Those details are expected to be ready next week.  

• Meal pick-up time will be from 11 AM to 12 PM  
• Meals on Wheels bus stops will be reduced; a map with the remaining stops is expected to be ready 

next week.   
 

I will share more information with you next week.   

 

Students must have their required immunizations to start in-person learning or related activities.  Students 
who do not meet the immunization requirements by the first day of in-person learning will be excluded from 
school. If you have questions about this, please contact our school nurse, Mrs. Jones at (253) 571-4739. 

 
If your child has a food allergy, please also let Mrs. Jones know. We want to do all we can to safely feed our 
students. Our Nutrition Services team can provide some food substitutes– such as soy milk–for medically 
necessary needs, but only if families provide a doctor’s note, and only on the days that student is learning in-
person at our school. 
 

 

http://www.tacomaschools.org/nutrition


 
 

Extended Learning Opportunity (ELO) Registration for 3rd, 

4th, & 5th Grades (*NEW): 

Registration will be open February 8th-19th.  Spring ELO 
session starts April 12- June 10th. 
We are excited to provide engaging online expanded learning 
opportunity (ELO) programs and really hope your child will be 
able to plugin!  
Here are some important details regarding virtual ELO 
programming this Spring: 

 3rd-5th grade students only 
 12 pilot schools participating- Birney, Blix, Boze, Delong, 

Edison, Fawcett, Larchmont, Lister, Manitou Park, Sheridan, 
Reed, Whitman 

 Students choose 2 ELO programs - STEM, Art, 
Music/Movement 

 Session: April 12th-June 10th, one day a week from 3:45-5:30 
PM 

 

 

 

 

School Supplies for Hybrid Learning: 

When your child returns to in-person learning, we will provide the school supplies needed for classroom 

activities, including hand sanitizer.  The one thing you should send your child to school with is a mask, as well 

as a labeled water bottle, labeled coat, and shoes to run in outside for recess.  If you send your child to school 

with school supplies, please remind them not to share those supplies. According to state Department of Health 

guidance, any items that a student shares must be cleaned and disinfected between uses. 

 

If your child could use more school supplies for the schoolwork they do at home, please let your child’s 

teacher know.  

 
Free Internet: 

Do you still need internet access at your home so your child can access classes? If so, you can still receive free 

internet service for a year. All you have to do is call the Foundation for Tacoma Students at (253) 327-1448 to 

arrange for installation. Please don’t let the lack of internet access stop your child from learning. Take 

advantage of this free offer.  

 
Tacoma Online: 

As we begin to transition students to in-person learning, we have heard a desire from some families to change 
to the Tacoma Online Program. We have also heard that some families want to shift from Tacoma Online to 
remote learning.   
 
The district is actively fulfilling elementary enrollment requests in and out of Tacoma Online. Parents must 
complete an online form to make a switch. Visit www.tacomaschools.org and select Tacoma Online from the 
menu of schools. There you will find links to both the registration form and the un-enroll form.  
 
Students will be placed on a waitlist while our enrollment team works to complete the transfer.  
 



 
Family App: 

In past messages, I have told you about the Family App and 
all the features it offers.  Now that more students will start 
coming back to school in person, it is more important than 
ever that you sign-up for it, if you haven’t already.  You will 
need the Family App to fill out the health survey every day 
your child comes to school. This is a critical step in our 
safety protocols.   
 
Also, you can now get personalized access to information 
about your student in one place by logging into the newest 
version of our district’s Family App.   
On the upgraded site:  

 You can monitor your child’s attendance, including their last missed day of school, whether it’s marked 
excused or unexcused  

 You can look for extended learning opportunities  
 You can create a custom calendar, tailored to the events at our school  
 And you can take the COVID-19 health survey on days your child attends school in person. 
 Coming soon, you will be able to view grades in the Family App as well.   

 
Get to the Family App online at: family.TPSapps.org.  

Schoology (*NEW): 

I let you know a few weeks ago that you would start to receive a weekly email from Schoology with updates 

on your child’s grades, overdue and upcoming assignments, and other recent classroom activities. If you have 

not yet started receiving that email, but would like to, please take a look at our district e-newsletter this week. 

It has directions on how you can make sure you get that weekly update from Schoology.   

 

Falcon Foundations for Success: 

Each week, each classroom teacher will choose two students from their class who exemplified the weekly 

focus.  Each Wednesday at 3:25 PM, these falcons will be invited to a Teams celebratory meeting with Ms. 

Hathaway & Ms. Holcombe to celebrate their recognition.   

 

FEBRUARY:  BE RESPECTFUL 

February 8:  When I don’t agree with someone, I find a way to 

express myself appropriately. 

February 16:  I actively participate in partner and/or group 

work. 

February 22:  Teacher’s Choice (on being respectful). 

http://family.tpsapps.org/


 
 

Weekly Student School-Wide Attendance: 

Each week, whether in remote or in-person learning, our daily school-

wide attendance goal is 95%.   

This week’s school-wide attendance (preschool through 5th grade) 

percentage was 92.5%. 

 

Fawcett Elementary School Facebook Page: 

If you haven’t already, I would like to encourage you to “Like” our 

Fawcett Elementary School Facebook page, as we are frequently adding 

a variety of additional resources, tips, ideas, and opportunities: 

www.Facebook.com/FawcettFalcons  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Websites: 

 Fawcett Elementary School website: fawcettfalcons.com 
 Fawcett Elementary School Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/fawcettfalcons/ 
 Tacoma Public Schools: 

https://www.tacomaschools.org/ 
 

Tacoma Public Schools does not discriminate in any programs or 

activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, 

age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or 

identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 

and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 

groups. The following employees have been designated to handle 

questions and complaints of alleged discrimination:  

❖ Civil Rights Coordinator: Lisa Nolan, 
lnolan@tacoma.k12.wa.us, 253-571-1252;  

❖ Title IX Coordinator, Elementary: Christa Erolin, 
cerolin@tacoma.k12.wa.us, 253-571-1318;  

❖ Title IX Coordinator, Secondary: Eric Hogan, 
ehogan1@tacoma.k12.wa.us, 253-571-1191;  

❖  504 Coordinator: Elementary, Elise Friedrich-Nielsen, 
efriedr@tacoma.k12.wa.us, 253-5711096;  

❖ 504 Coordinator: Secondary, Cari Ake, 
cake@tacoma.k12.wa.us, 253-571-1225.  

❖ Mailing address: P.O. Box 1357, Tacoma, WA 98401-1357.  
If you have questions regarding this nondiscrimination 
statement and its use, please contact me at 
lnolan@tacoma.k12.wa.us or 253-571-1252 

http://www.facebook.com/FawcettFalcons
https://www.tacomaschools.org/Fawcett/Pages/School-Closure-Resources.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/fawcettfalcons/
https://www.tacomaschools.org/


 
 


